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When they were come up to the ascent of the
^hill, the day being shut in, and the time for observ-
ation of the stars come on, the heavens being clear,
and the moon absent under the horizon, leaving
them a fair view of the stars, perfectly bright and
clear; the stranger asked him in what part of the
hemisphere he had seen the comet rise and set, and
what was the particular sphere of its motion; all
which he showed him most exactly, and at last the
comet itself, not forgetting at the same time to let
the stranger know, how anxious and concerned he
had been to understand the nature and reason, as
well as the import of the appearance of such a body,
and to what particular nation it had a reference; and
at last told him how vehemently he had called out
to the gods, to give him some wise interpreter, to
instruct him in the nature of such appearances, and
of that in particular.

The stranger took no notice of his knowing that
he had done so, but began with a philosophical dis-
course of comets; as of stars, which, in their ordi-
nary revolutions, are but seldom visible; and there-
fore when they do appear, says he, it is generally
supposed that they import great changes and trou-
bles among men, which, says he, may in one sense
be true, because they frequently are very much the
occasion of them.

But, says the Arabian, how shall we know when
they have important significations, and when not,
and to what nations and countries their significa-
tions are directed, and which are not concerned in
them?

Says the stranger, There are methods to know
these things also; and the gods, when they are
minded to communicate these things, do it their
own way. But father, says the Arabian, if you can
relieve my thought in the signification of the pre-
sent difficulty, pray be so kind; for I acknowledge